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Intimate  
View

Warriors of a Beautiful Game is a feature documentary that will submerge you in the passionate world of 
women’s football (Soccer) and give you an unprecedented look at the evolution and current status of the 
fastest growing game in the world. 

By highlighting the game’s past and chronicling its present, through vast personal contacts and uncensored 
access, filmmakers Kely Nascimento-DeLuca (daughter of soccer legend Pelé) and Justin Noto document the 
evolution of Women’s Soccer through players’ first account stories, coaches and supporters.  

Through Warriors of a Beautiful Game you will be granted passage into the universe of professional women’s 
football and its aspiring teams and players. This film will take you from the struggles of Muslim women 
attempting to play the game they love on the island of Zanzibar to the legendary Vila Belmiro and it’s 
Sereias in Brazil, from Orlando Pride in the US with its all-star team to Europe where organizations like 
Juventus, Man City and PSG attempt to set the ultimate standard for the women’s game. 

 
We will hear first hand from athletes at the top of their game of the sacrifices they made to succeed and to 
ensure a path forward. We will follow the lives of the next generation of athletes who are dreaming of 
walking that very path. Through these intimate and deeply personal stories, we will reveal a startlingly 
consistent global picture of the structural issues in women’s sports and the greater implications in the 
struggle for gender equality globally. 

 
As the 2019 Women’s World Cup approaches, amid increased demands for gender equality around the world, 
we will document the alarmingly relevant struggles that have plagued Women’s football and the persistent 
innovative attempts from organizations such as FIFA and FifPro to jumpstart growth, support and respect of 
the women’s game. 

 
Voices from well-known icons, like Pelé, Neymar, Alex Morgan, Marta, Formiga, Abby Wambach, Ali Krieger, 
Julie Foudy and Billie Jean King will provide their perspective and a broader context that will help illuminate 
the battle of women across all sports and in society at large.



Zanzibar





Interviews (filmed)
University of Florida: 
• Becky Burleigh 
• Lais Araujo

Orlando Pride: 
• Alex Morgan 
• Ali Kreiger 
• Chioma Ubogagu 
• Tom Sermanni 
• Marta 
• Monica 
• Camilinha

Juventus: 
• Eniola Aluko 
• Rita Guarino 
• Stefano Braghin

PSG:
• Marie Antoinette Katoto 
• Laure Boulleau 
• Diane 
• Formiga 
• Bruno Cheyrou 
• Neymar Jr.

Manchester City: 
• Nikita Parris 
• Gavin Makle

Zanzibar: 
• Riziki 
• Fatima 
• Coach 
• Manager 
• Administrator

Santos:
• 
• 
• 
•

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

Emily Lima  
Rosanna  
Thais Piccart  
Kleiton Lima 

Individuals: 
Billie Jean King  
Martina Navratilova  
Donna de Verona  
Julie Foudy 
Abby Wambach  
Neymar Sr. 
Florencia Galarza 

More coming…
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While f i lming The Real Pele in 2014 dur ing the World Cup in Brazil, we   
got  an inside look at Santos FC, the soccer club where Pelé and many  
others  became legends.  Despite  the majesty  surrounding Santos,  it 
became obvious how little their female athletes were represented in  
club history. As we dug deeper, we learned how the story of the Sereias  
da Vila reflects the story of women’s soccer in Brazil and the struggle for  
equality everywhere. 

With this fi lm we will create a fresh visual language for women’s  
football that reflects the rhythmic ginga style of gameplay Brazil is  
famous for. The beauty of today’s women's game will be poetically  
juxtaposed wi th  the ugly history of Women’s soccer and the uglier  
current state of gender inequality the wor ld over. Our photography will  
marry a thoughtful ly paced and classically cinematic style w i th   
advanced f i lming methods and off-speed techniques to document  the  
gameplay itself. Combined w i th  Brazil’s and Europe’s culturally  
expressive music and culture, we will present these athletes in a way  
they have never been seen before, transcending the rich, vibrant,  
saturated look we’ve come to know of the glory days of futebol. 

With unprecedented access, the story will be told through verite  
footage of the main characters’ every day lives. This will be married to  
archival media, never-before-seen footage, and interviews wi th  coaches,  
owners and past and current athletes. The fol low-doc style narrative of   
current players’ lives will give private and int imate insights into their  
daily struggles. We wil l  use an int imate and active style, f i lming  
interview subjects in their own  environment w i th  the aim to present  
the content as closely to a narrative as possible. 

The stories happening in women’s soccer are universal stories in  the  
f ight for equal rights in  sports and in everyday life. Their struggles and  
perseverance, their strength through adversity and the resilience of   
their dreams will give the fi lm emotional authenticity that is relatable  
and relevant everywhere. Warriors will be an essential voice in the ever-  
growing conversation about gender equality around the world.

Director’s Statement 



The Directors
Kely Nascimento-DeLuca 

Born in Santos, Brazil, Kely Nascimento-Deluca is the  eldest 
daughter of Brazilian soccer legend Pelé. Pelé  moved his 
family to Manhattan in 1975 to play for the  NY Cosmos 
and Kely remained a New Yorker ever  since. Kely 
attended the Parsons School of Design and  has worked 
as an editorial, portrait and social  commentary 
photographer creat ive director and producer of multi-
media and art projects . 

During the 2014 World Cup, hosted by her native Brazil  
for the first time since 1950, Kely documented her  
father in a video blog for which she and Justin Noto  
created daily content chronicl ing his experience,  
giving  the  world  a   peak   at   The   Real   Pelé    (FB 
@therealpele). The Real  Pelé  was broadcast by  major 
television stations worldwide. Kely is the President of the  
Nascimentofoundation.org and is a proud  Ambassador of 
the UNDP and Eir Sport Global Goals  World Cup 
ggwcup.com.

Justin Noto 
Director, producer and co-founder of Agon Creative  
( w w w. a g o n c r e a t i v e . c o m ) ,  a NYC/LA based  
production company that  specializes in short-form  
content for ad agencies and globally known brands  
i nc l ud ing Sch ick Hydro, Lionsgate, Sirius XM,  
Playtex, USA Networks, YG Enter ta inment and  
Redbox. 

In addition to Warriors of a Beautiful Game, Noto is  
currently directing a documentary about Ebenezer 
Mercer, a man   f rom Ghana who survived two  trips 
across the ocean as a container ship stowaway on 
the run from a communi ty  that  wrongfully turned  
against him. 

Independently, Noto has produced and directed  
commercials, documentary and video content for  
Pelé, School of Visual Arts, The Academy of Motion  
Picture Arts and Sciences, Ford, KIA, ONErpm and  
more. He is a f i lm graduate of NYC’s School of Visual  
Arts and lives in Brooklyn, NY.



JULIE  
FOUDY

PELÉ STEPHANE  
M’BIA

We have already partnered with some of 
the biggest names in soccer who have 
come onboard as executive producers 
including Julie Foudy, Pelé and Stephane 
M’Bia. 

Our EP’s will not only provide logistical 
support and access during  production, but 
will also be central to marketing the film 
as we near release.

Producers

Kely Nascimento-DeLuca - Producer 

Susie DeLellis Petruccelli - Producer 

Justin Noto - Co-Producer



Manchester City





Empowering 
Those on the 
Front Lines

Using the film’s release, we will drive resources (through capacity  
building grants and curriculum based assets) to local coaches,  
players, and grassroots organizations around the world who are 

seeking  to use soccer to drive gender equality. 

The solutions these organizations are implementing have been  
repeatedly proven to be effective and efficient. Yet there has 

never  been a global, sustained effort to tackle gender equality 
through  sports. 

We will not  only make the curriculum available for free to 
any organization in the world that wants it, but  we will 
empower a  coalition of grassroots organizations to help 

manage the 
dissemination of the curriculum, to train coaches, and to insure 
quality  control. We will follow up with  localized studies on the 

efficacy of the  program, and make adjustments as needed. 

This represents an unprecedented attempt at the largest, most  
comprehensive effort ever to use the beautiful game to better 

the  lives of girls and women. 

“Football brings people together. It doesn’t matter if you are poor 
or  rich, black or white. It is one nation. It is the beautiful game” - 

Pele





Social Impact  
Partnerships
Coaches Across Continents (CAC) 
• Warriors’ flagship social impact partner 
• Ask for Choice program will benefit from capacity expansion 
• Launch of a new Hub Project in Africa (a leadership development program) 

UN Women 
• Exploring support for geographical expansion of One Win Leads to Another in South America 
• Exploring creation of film shorts profiling broad gender/human rights issues (power imbalance, 

pay inequality, domestic violence) 

LEAD Africa 
• Exploring positioning as LEAD Ambassador and branding partner  
• Exploring Plus One program for friendly matches  



Club Partnerships
Preliminary explorations are taking place around the following ideas: 

Santos FC 
• Organizing a game with the Sereias (women’s division) in Villa Belmiro Stadium 
• Securing sponsorship for the team to play an international friendly coinciding with film release 
• Event planning to support the launch of the social impact projects 

PSG 
• Organizing a friendly with PSG Feminines and Santos FC Sereias at Estade de France 
• Attendance and support by the PSG men’s team at the friendly 
• Event planning to support the film release 

Manchester City/City Football 
• Integrating Warriors film release + social impact mandate w/ Man City’s Citizens Giving program



PSG





Thank You!




